Regional chemotherapy approaches for primary and metastatic liver tumors.
There are pharmacologic principles that make regional chemotherapy to the liver a logical treatment strategy. Patients with colorectal liver metastases and hepatocellular carcinoma would appear to be the best candidates for such an approach. Although there are many objective responses to such treatment, survival benefit has not been demonstrated, but new regimens and refined techniques appear to be improving results. Ultimately, regional delivery may be best suited for innovative treatments such as biologicals and gene therapies.